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Vision

Social studies in Maryland will produce students 
with the knowledge and skills necessary to be 
empowered, informed, and socially responsible 
participants in our nation’s democracy.



Mission

The Maryland State Department of Education will 
build capacity for high quality social studies 
teaching and learning in all grade levels by providing 
leadership, guidance, and support to local school 
systems.
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Today’s Inquiry
Compelling Question: 

Why is social studies important to the elementary 
curriculum?

S1 - Why is social studies instruction an essential part 
of literacy development?

S2 - Why is integrating social studies into ELA a high 
risk strategy?

S3 - What resources are available to support teachers 
and administrators?



ELA Grade 3



ELA Grade 4



ELA Grade 4



Data to Consider

● Limited growth at best in ELA

● Remains under 50% proficient

● NAEP scores in MD remain under 33% in Basic

● Nationally, 35% of 4th-graders and 34% of 8th 

graders performed at or above NAEP Proficient in 

reading



Speaking Up for Science and 
Social Studies Instruction

Why does Nell Duke 
argue that the decline 

of instruction time 
devoted to science 

and social studies is 
detrimental to literacy 

learning?  



Science and social studies 
knowledge significantly affects 

reading and writing.



“Baseball Study”

Recht and Leslie (1988)



The Function of Background 
Knowledge

Knowledge related to the passage influences 
reading comprehension via:

1. Processing vocabulary

2. Handling new vocabulary

3. Inference generation

4. Creating coherence



Social Studies Provide 
Compelling Context

How do the studies 
described by Dr. Duke 
support the assertion 

that social studies 
provide compelling 
context for teaching 

reading and writing??  



Science and social studies 

provide a really compelling 

context for teaching reading and 

writing.



Disciplinary Learning

Why do you think Dr. 
Duke says “we are 

providing an 
incomplete education 

if we are not educating 
students in the context 

of the disciplines”?  



Reading, writing, and other literacy 

practices are an integral part of 

professional practice in science and 

social studies.



Multiple subject 
areas 

(summarization)

Specific to the 
subject 

(contextualization)

Content Literacy Disciplinary Literacy

Literacy



WARNING!

Content-rich ELA curricula are no substitute 

for time spent in science in social studies.

It is false to say that integrating social studies and 

science in ELA will achieve those standards.
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Fractured Integration

• Content is disjointed

• Reading is the focus:  spelling, grammar, 
punctuation, comprehension

• No disciplinary modes of thinking addressed or 
inspired



Stealthy Integration

• Features Social Studies Content - Reading materials 

selected with social studies content but instructional 

focus is on reading/language arts skills

• Social studies is completely overshadowed by focus on 

literacy

• No attention to  disciplinary modes of thinking

• Assessments and rubric evaluate mastery of literacy 

content and skills



Healthy Integration

• Social studies content is explicit and emphasized

• Reading/language arts activities & assessments are 

focused on developing disciplinary frames of mind in 

students

• Requires a teacher skilled in both subjects



Bottom Line on Research

• Teaching social studies not only promotes 
learning in this content area, but it improves 
reading comprehension and achievement in 
other areas. 

• There is no reason for cutting social studies from 
the curriculum to increase time to improve 
achievement in reading and writing.

• In fact, cutting social studies actually hurts 
reading achievement in the upper elementary 
and middle school grades. 
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How do you teach social studies?
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WARNING!

Knowledge building is not “the answer” 
to our literacy woes.

Poor quality science and social studies 
instruction may not help as much.



New Framework -Summer 2020

● Prek – 3 and grades 4-5, inquiry based

● Elementary Lead Team – cadre of resources to 

support roll out

● Includes ELA standards for integration



Great Books 



Twitter
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